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THORP RECOGNIZES TEAM THAT SOLVED CHEROKEE COUNTY 

CHRISTMAS 2007 DOUBLE HOMICIDE 
 

District Attorney Jack Thorp formally recognized the team that finally brought justice in the case 

of a beloved couple found fatally shot on Christmas Day 2007. 

“I know the family and community that mourn the loss of Jack and Elaine Denney join me in 

showering this dedicated team with gratitude and accolades,” said Thorp, who presented Vicky 

Lyons, Dale Fine and Jason Chennault with awards during a ceremony at the Cherokee County 

Courthouse. 

“When I stepped into the role of First Assistant District Attorney in 2011, the Denneys’ case was 

already labeled cold;” Thorp recalled, “but this office, the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office and 

the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation remained steadfast, until God’s grace and the right 

combination of talent finally gave us the elusive pieces to complete this puzzle.” 

Thorp exploited every tool in his arsenal to close the case, including Oklahoma Attorney General 

Mike Hunter’s multicounty grand jury. The power to subpoena witnesses and compel testimony 

gave Thorp enough information to indict the prime suspect of first-degree murder. 

“Once the pieces started falling into place, Vicky Lyons was the glue that made them stick,” 

Thorp said of the retired OSBI special agent who coordinates investigations into unsolved cases 

for District 27, which includeS Cherokee, Adair, Sequoyah and Wagoner Counties. 

“Jason Chennault never stopped gathering evidence that Vicky helped drive home,” Thorp 

continued, “starting the day Jason responded to the grisly scene as an investigator. A testament to 

his grit and devotion to his craft, Jason never let the Denney case go cold.” 

Thorp also credits Special Agent Dale Fine with helping to put the puzzle pieces into place.  



“With the help of Dale and the OSBI, we were able to give the Denney family the all-important 

‘why’ of the story;” Thorp said, clarifying, “not that the why provides any measure of excuse.” 

In March 2018, after nearly a dozen years of frustrating dead ends, Thorp and his team 

determined Justin Walker, 33, of Tahlequah, compelled by drugs and money, entered the 

Denneys’ Locust Grove home as they prepared for their Christmas family gathering. Walker then 

shot each of the Denneys multiple times in the torso and head. 

Already in prison for unrelated crimes, Walker pled to second-degree murder and will begin 

serving 40 years upon completion of his 10-year federal sentence. 

 

 

Award Recipients: 

Upon learning of Thorp’s intention to formally 

award him for his role in solving the Denney 

double homicide, Jason Chennault expressed 

surprise and gratitude, especially since the case 

was the one that will always stick with him. 

“Every investigator has that one case, and for 

me, it was the Denneys,’” Chennault explained. 

“Sarah [the Denneys’ daughter] and I became 

close friends as she relentlessly encouraged us 

through all those years of investigation, so 

thinking of the pain this dear friend and her 

family felt when they found their beloved 

parents – on Christmas Day, no less – will 

never leave me.” 

Chennault joined the Cherokee County Sheriff’s 

Office in 1999, working his way up from patrol to investigator to chief investigator to 

undersheriff. Chennault took over duties as public information officer in 2005, providing the 

public with information about the department and its law enforcement efforts. 

Chennault’s impressive record of service, including twice being named Cherokee County Law 

Enforcement Officer of the Year (2003 and 2005), played into retiring Sheriff Norman Fisher’s 

decision to appoint Chennault to complete his term as sheriff beginning October 31. Chennault 

will serve as sheriff until Fisher’s term expires in 2020. 

Chennault also serves on the board of the Oklahoma Sheriffs’ Association. 

Vicky Lyons, a 20-year veteran of the OSBI, where she investigated and solved major crimes 

throughout the state. Prior to signing on as a special agent, Lyons served 20 years in the United 

States Marine Corps. She earned her degree in criminal justice from the University of North 

Carolina at Wilmington and attended the United States Army Criminal Investigations School, the 

Federal Bureau of Investigations National Academy and the OSBI Academy. 



Special Agent Dale Fine said the OSBI never lost sight of the goal of solving the Denney case – 

from the day he joined the agency and was assigned to help solve it. That was in 2012, and he 

says the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office, District 27 District Attorney’s Office, and the 

Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation devoted countless hours of investigative work, 

interviews, and lab examinations to bring resolution for the family. 

“They were so supportive and helpful throughout the process,” Fine said, “and they kept the faith 

that justice would be served.” 

Before joining the Northeast Regional Office of the OSBI, Fine was employed with the 

Cherokee Nation Marshal Service and Cherokee Nation Enterprises. A life-long resident of 

Cherokee County, Fine received his bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from Northeastern 

State University in 2001. 

 

 

 

Denney Case Background: 

On Christmas Day 2007, deputies responded to a home on Iron Post Road near Locust Grove. 

Inside, they found Jack Denney, 65, and his wife Elaine, 66, each shot in the head and torso. 

Investigators saw no signs of forced entry or struggle, and no signs of anything being taken from 

the home. 

Justin Walker of Tahlequah, who had just been released from prison where he was serving time 

for receiving stolen property and running a roadblock, quickly emerged as a suspect, but a lack 

of evidence prevented deputies from making an arrest. 



The Denneys were remembered as generous and loving high school sweethearts who remained 

devoted to each other for 40 years. Jack retired after 25 years of service with the Grand River 

Dam Authority. Elaine was a meticulous housekeeper and quilt maker who cared for her children 

in the home. They were known for living their Christian faith, and for donating everything from 

handmade quilts to food to appliances to neighbors in need. 

The state multicounty grand jury convened in early 2018 and investigated the Denney case. They 

found enough information to hand down two first-degree murder indictments for Justin Walker, 

already serving time in Harp Correctional Center for unrelated crimes, in March 2018. 

In March 2019, Walker pled guilty to amended charges of second-degree murder. His 40-year 

sentence will begin upon completion of his 10-year federal sentence. 

The Oklahoma Attorney General’s office oversees the state’s multicounty grand jury, which is 

comprised of regular citizens that convene to consider testimony and evidence in Oklahoma City. 

The jury has jurisdiction to investigate and prosecute crimes in all 77 counties of the state. The 

jury does not have the power to decide guilt or innocence but does have the power to determine 

whether enough evidence exists to bring an indictment or accusation of a crime so that the state 

may bring charges in the county where the alleged crime occurred.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 Justin Walker serving time in 2007, just prior to his release in September 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cherokee County Investigator Jack Goss – notorious for solving a 30-year old mystery that 

became known as the “Daisy Doe” case – received a Lifetime of Service Award. 

On September 27, 2019 – District Attorney Jack Thorp also awarded Cherokee County 

Investigator Jack Goss with honors for his lifetime achievement in law enforcement at the 

Cherokee County Courthouse. Former District Attorneys Greg Combs, Diana Barker Harold, and 

Jerry Moore along with Assistant U.S. Attorney Rob Raley were present to pay tribute to Mr. 

Goss’s leadership in law enforcement that has inspired hundreds of law men and women to fight 

the fight of justice. The courtroom was standing room only with well-wishers to this good and 

faithful servant that has represented and protected the citizens of this community.  

Goss is most noted for solving Cherokee County’s Daisy Doe case nearly 30 years after Jeanette 

Coleman’s lifeless body was found floating below the Ft. Gibson Lake dam. Goss had been an 

investigator with the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office for 10 years at the time. He continued to 

work on the case even after he left the agency in 1991. 

During Goss’ law enforcement career (1975-2003), he worked for five sheriffs and three district 

attorneys, priding himself in his strong work ethic and reliability. After working his way through 

the ranks of Cherokee County, Goss left the agency in 1991 to become the chief investigator for 

District 27. He retired from law enforcement in 2003. 

But even 12 years after his retirement, Goss continued to investigate the Daisy Doe homicide 

with dogged determination, even accompanying arresting officers in 2017 as they took James 

Vogel – one of Goss’ prime suspects – into custody. 

Goss also aided in the investigation into Mayes County’s high-profile Girl Scout Murders in 

1977. His work has been featured in national media outlets, including Investigators, The National 

Enquirer, America’s Most Wanted and Unsolved Mysteries, as well as hundreds of headline 

newspaper articles. 

Goss also attended and graduated from the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia.       

    

 

 

 


